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PUBLIC LAW 601, 79TH CONGRESS 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RuLeE X 
SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


2 * 4 ” * . * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
Rule XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
4 aa * * * * on 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

kor the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member, 











RULES ADOPTED BY THE 8838p CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 8, 1953 
~ * * “ * +o * 


RULE X 


STANDING COM MITTEI 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 


following standing committees 
a * * - * * e 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * * * * 


* * 
RuLeE XI 
POW S AND D IES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * + cs * cs 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities 


(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 


s authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion withil he United States of subversive and un-Ame! can propa 


ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 
necessary remedial legislation 

rhe Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American Ac 
tivities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 


and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and to 


take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under the 
signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any mem 
Ler designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person designated by 
any such chairman or membe! 


IV 


TESTIMONY OF STEPHEN H. FRITCHMAN 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1951 


Unitep States House oF RepresentAIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION #4 


The Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to call, at 9:30 a. m., in the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, 
Los Angeles, Calif., Hon. Donald L. Jackson (acting chairman) 
presiding. 

Committee member present: Representative Donald L. Jackson. 

Staff members present: Thomas W. Beale, Sr., assistant counsel; 
and William A. Wheeler, investigator. 

Mr. Jackson. For the purpose of this hearing, I have been ap- 
pointed by the chairman of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
as a subcommittee of one. 

Mr. Wheeler, will you please call the witness. 

Mr. Wueeter. Rev. Stephen H. Fritchman. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ¢ 

Reverend Frircuman, I do. 


TESTIMONY OF REV. STEPHEN H. FRITCHMAN, ACCOMPANIED 
BY HIS COUNSEL, ROBERT MORRIS 


Reverend Frrrcuman. Have you looked at my statement, Mr. 
Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Reverend Frrrcuman. The reason I asked, Mr. Jackson, is that I 
have appeared before this committee before. I have answered all 
their questions. I felt that I was through with this. It does not help 
anyone, in the profession that I am in, no matter how innocent, to 
have the kind of publicity that is attendant with this. 

Mr. Jackson. I think, as the course of questioning develops, you 
will become aware of evidence which has developed since your previ- 
ous appearance before the committee. The committee feels it 1s im- 
portant and merits your appearance here. For that reason you have 
been requested to be here at this time. 


1'This testimony. while taken in 1951, has been examined and released by the full 
Committee on Un-American Activities on July 31, 1953 
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Go ahead, Mr. Wheeler. 

Mr. WueEeELEr. State your full name, plea ise. 

Reverend Frrrcuman. Stephen H. Fritchman. 

Mr. Wueeter. Your present address? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. My home address? 

Mr. WuHeeter. Yes. 

Reverend Frrrcenman. 604 Cavanagh Road, Glendale. 

Mr. Wueeter. When and where were you born ? 

Reverend FritcHMan. Cleveland, Ohio, on May 12, 1902. 

Mr. Wueeter. What is your occupation ¢ 

Reverend FrircHMAN. I am a parish minister. 

Mr. Wueecer. Of what church? 

Reverend FrrrcnmMan. The First Unitarian Church of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Wueecer. Where is that church located ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcnman. Eighth and Vermont, in this city. 

Mr. Wueever. Would you briefly relate your educational back- 
ground ¢ 

Reverend FrrreumMan. I was graduated from the Cleveland Heights 
High School; I attended and graduated from Ohio Wesleyan Uni- 
versity in 1924. I attended the Union Theological Seminary in 1927, 
the New York University in 1929, the Harvard University Graduate 
School in 1933; that is about it, I believe. 

Mr. Wueeier. What has your occupation been since leaving school ? 

Reverend FritcuMan. Primarily that of a minister of religion. 

Mr. Wueever. Have you been pastor of the First Unitarian Church 
throughout your ministry ¢ 

Reverend FrrrcumMan. During that entire time, you mean ? 

Mr. Wueecer. Yes. 

Reverend FrrrcumMan. Oh, no. 

Mr. Wueeter. Relate briefly the churches with which you have been 
connected since then. 

Reverend FrrrcHMan. I was connected with churches in Petersham, 
Mass., and Bangor, Maine. I was at the Unitarian headquarters as 
youth director and later as editor of the Christian Register, their na- 
tional magazine, and then I became minister of the First Unitarian 
Church out here. 

Mr. Wueever. How long have you been in Los Angeles? 

Reverend FrircHMan. Four years. 

Mr. Wueeter. Reverend Fritchman, who has charge or control of 
leasing, loaning, or renting halls or rooms at the First Unitarian 
Church to various organizations ? 

Reverend FrircuMan. The trustees of the church. 

Mr. Wueeter. In other words, if an organization requests to meet 
there, how do they present their app plication ? 

Reverend FritcomMan. Well, the application is presented to the 
trustees, or a committee thereof. 

Mr. Wueeter. Who are the trustees of the church ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I would like to consult counsel on this, if I 
might. ' 

Mr. Wueeter. Certainly. 

Mr. Jackson. I might say in this connection, Reverend Fritchman, 
that no connotation attaches to the mentioning of names. I assume 
it isa matter of public know ledge anyway. 

Reverend Frircuman. It is that, but it seems to me, Mr. Jackson, 
that this can lead to a line of questioning, in days like these, that 
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might involve me and members of my church; put us in jeopardy. I 
would claim my privilege under the Constitution and under the fifth 
amendment, to decline to answer on the grounds that it might in- 
criminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Wueecer. Do you have a room in the First Unitarian Church 
known as the Madam Severance room ¢ 

Reverend Frircuman. Yes. 

Mr. Wueerer. You do have? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. Yes. 

Mr. Wueevrr. Has the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council 
ever held a meeting in that room ¢ 

Reverend Fritcuman. I think that the records of the church would 
have to be investigated to find that out. I most certainly, since we 
have many rentals, would not know the full record of rentals. I am 
often not there when rentals are made. 

Mr. WuHeexteER. Do you know if the Arts, Sciences, and Professions 
Council ever had a meeting in that room ¢ 

Reverend Frircuman. I could not be certain of that. It is highiy 
possible, inasmuch as they have been a renter of rooms from time to 
time. 

Mr. Wueeter. Are you a member of the Arts, Sciences, and Profes 
sions Council ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer, both as a clergyman, 
who feels the involving of associations and activities would be cer- 
tainly jeopardizing my work as a parish minister, and I also decline 
to answer on the grounds that it might tend to incriminate me or 
degrade me, and violate my privilege under the Constitution, espe- 
cially under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wueeter. According to the records of the committee, at 8 p. m., 
on June 15, 1951, the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council, the 
Science and Education Division Forum, held a meeting in the Madam 
Severance room of the First Unitarian Church, at 2936 West Eighth 
Street, Los Angeles, Calif. The subject of the meeting was, What Is 
Behind the Attack on Education ? 

Do you recall the organization meeting there at that particular time? 

Reverend Frrrcuman, I would like to consult counsel, if I might. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Reverend FrrrcumMan. For the reasons previously stated I think 
I will decline, sir, to answer that question. 

Mr. Wneerrr. As a trustee of the First Unitarian Church, you 
would be in a position to have that information ? 

teverend FrrrcumMan. May I correct you? I am not a trustee of 
the First Unitarian Church. I am employed by the trustees of the 
First Unitarian Church. 

Mr. Wueeter. I beg your pardon; I misunderstood you. Did you 
attend this meeting the at I have referred to? 

Reverend Frircuman. I would decline to answer the question on 
the same grounds that have heretofore been stated. 

Mr. Wueeter. According to the records of the committee, on April 
12, 1951, at 8 a. m., at Stanley Hall, 1057 North Stanley Avenue, the 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council? had a membership meeting. 





1Full name of this organization is the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and 
Professions. 
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According to this information you were the speaker at that function. 
Would you like to affirm o1 _ ny that statement ? 

Reverend Frircuman, J uuld decline to answer that question on 
the same grounds: that it mat Pana to ‘eae me or degrade me, 
and violate my privilege under the Constitution and especially under 
the fifth amendment. 

I would emphasize, Mr. Jackson, that I have answered questions of 
this kind at length, and without any hesitation, in Washington, in 
1946. Iam willing to discuss matters outside of the hearing room with 
you or with anyone else. I am really a very communicative person, 
sIr. 

Mr. J AC KSON, Your statement is noted, S 

Mr. Wuereter. A statement has been attributed to you at that meet- 
Ing, to the e ffect. “Liberties are seldom lost all at once, but we are 
gradually los og them now 

Do you recall making such a statement ? 

Reverend FrircumMan. | would decline to answer that question for 
the same reasons heretofore tated. 

Mr. Wueeter. Mr. Jackson, 1] would like to call your attention, ac- 
ecordit oto our records, to this fev Ct that How ard Da Silva also spoke 
at t] meeting on April 12, 1951, at which Dr. Fritchman was re- 
ported as being present. 

I would like to ask you if you are acquainted with Mr. Howard 
Da Silva? 

Reverend FrirrcuMan. I would decline to answer that both as a 
( lergy man, who because of my work would lose the relationship that 
1 have with people that come to me and meet with me and divulge 
many t! Ings that ministers do not divulge »and—- 

Mr. Jackson. Would you kindly cooperate by just answering the 


quest on! , 
Reverend Frrrcuman. I will state my stand as to that question. 
I will decline to answer the question on the grounds heretofore 


stated and also that it would tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. WHEELER. Sarajo Lord was also at this meeting. Are you ac- 
quainted with Sarajo Lord ¢ 
~ Reverend Frrrcuman. I would decline to answer the question for 
the same reasons heretofo1 e stated. 

Mr. Wueexer. Are you in any way connected with the Unitarian 
Fellowship for Social Justice ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer on the grounds that it 
may tend to incriminate or degrade me and violate my privilege under 
U! e ‘onstitution ar d especially the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wueeter. You mean an organization that represents Chris- 
tianity in the church is incriminating; is that what you mean ? 


Reverend Frrrcuman. I mean that individuals that are members 
f organizations today, persons who are under fire, and persons in 
relationships with myself, could be damaged very greatly. I feel that 
for my ake and their sake, that I would claim the privilege under 


Mr. WHeeEter. On February 5, 1951, at 8 p. m., according to the 
records of our committee, there was a meeting held in the Madam 
Severance room of the First Unitarian Church. The sponsor of that 
was the Unitarian Fellowship for Social Justice. The princ- 


meeting 
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cipal speaker at that meeting was Anna Louise Strong. Do you know 
Anna Louise Strong? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I most certainly decline to answer that 
question on the grounds that it may tend to incriminate or degrade 
me. 

Mr. Wueeter. There were approximately 75 people present at that 
meeting. Anna Louise Strong is well known to everybody in the 
United States as one of the le: ding Communists and advocates of the 
Soviet Union, as well as communism. She is an international figure. 
She made statements such as this: 

The United States is the aggressor in Korea, not the People’s China. 

Do you adhere to statements such as that? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated. My statements are of public record, in 
books, magazines, radio broadcasts, and they are made regularly and 
are avails ible, but under these conditions I’ would decline to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you support the United Nations action in Korea / 

Reverend Frrrcuman. May I consult with my counsel? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I would decline to answer on the same 
grounds as heretofore stated. 

Mr. Wueeter. Are you a member of the Communist Party, Rev- 
erend Fritchman ? 

Reverend Frrrcnman. I decline to answer on the grounds that it 
may tend to incriminate or degrade me and violate my privilege under 
the Constitution, and especially under the fifth amendment. I have 
answered this question previously. 

Mr. Wueeter. It is a well-known fact, from testimony before the 
committee, as well as many books that have been written, that com- 
munism is an atheistic form of government. Do you believe that 
there is a place for communism in Christianity ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I have discussed this many times from the 
pulpit and in print, and 1 decline to answer under the grounds hereto- 
fore stated. I decline to answer on the grounds that it may tend to 
incriminate or degrade me, and I claim my privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Wueeier. Do you have a hall at the First Unitarian Church 
known as Channing Hall ? 

Reverend FrircumMan. We do, yes. 

Mr. Wureter. According to the records of the committee, Mr. 
Chairman, on February 1, 1951, at 8 p. m., there was a meeting held 
at Channing Hall, at 2936 West Eighth Avenue, the First Unitarian 
Church, Los Angeles, Calif.; approximately 100 people were in at- 
tendance at that meeting. The sponsor of the meeting was the Com- 
mittee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy. 

Are you a member of the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern 
Policy ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question for the 
same reasons as heretofore stated. 

Mr. Wuerter. This committee is an organization cited as subver 
sive and as a well-known front. At this meeting Mr. Peter Hvun 
was chairman. Do you know Peter Hyun? 


36485—53 2 
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Reverend Frvcuman. I decline to answer that question for the 
same reasons as heretofore stated. 

Mr. Wueever. Mr. Hyun is a Korean, formerly from the Territory 
of Hawaii. He has been identified as a member of the Communist 
Party in hearings held by this committee in Hawaii. He is under 
deportation proceedings at the present time. He is also known as one 
of the Terminal Island Four. I believe he is in custody by the Immi- 
gration Department along with three other individuals, and a front 
has arisen in his defense that is similar to the one that came into being 
in defense of the group known as the Holly wood Ten. 

Mr. Martin Hall also spoke at that meeting. Do you know Mr. 
Martin Hall? 

Reverend Frrrouman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it may tend to incriminate or degrade me and, further, 
that it violates my rights under the Constitution, especially under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wierter. Mr. Manuel Concepcion of the Philippine Islands 
was also a speaker at that meeting. I don’t believe it is necessary to 
go into What he said at that time, Mr. Chairman, unless you want it. 

Mr. Jackson. No, that wili not be necessary. 

Mr. Wurerer. According toe the records of our committee, on Jan- 
uary 29, 1951, at 8 p. m., there was another meeting in the Madam 
Severance room of the First Unitarian Church. According to the 
records, the Unitarian Fellowship for Social Justice was the sponsor 
of that meeting. Mr. Martin Hall was the principal speaker and 
Mr. Hall is well known as being with the Arts, Sciences, and Pro- 
fessions Council. 

I believe I previously asked you if you knew Martin Hall. 

Reverend FritcuMan. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds that I have given before. 

Mr. Wueetrr. Also on January 22, 1951, there was another meeting 
at the First Unitarian Church, sponsored by the Unitarian Fellow- 
ship for Social Justice and Martin Hall was also a speaker at that 
meeting. 

On January 18, 1951, at 8 p. m., there was a meeting in Channing 
Hall of the First Unitarian Church. Again the sponsor of that meet- 
ing was the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy. The 
moderator of the meeting was, again, Mr. Peter Hyun. 

Did you have any connection in arranging for these meetings in 
any way ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I have no connection with the calling of non- 
church meetings in any rooms of the church. They are handled 
through the board and through the trustees. 

Mr. Wueerter. Did the requests for the meetings go or come 
through you? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. The requests go directly to the church office 
and then to the trustees. 

Mr. Wuertrr. Did you have prior knowledge that these meetings 
were going to be held? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. In most cases I am not familiar with ad- 
vance scheduled events that are not church activities. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you have knowledge in the case of the applica- 
tions made by the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council ? 
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Reverend Frircuman. They are made directly to the church office 
and not directly to me. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you have knowledge, regardless of the routine 
7 the making of applications, that such meetings were approved 

‘the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council and that they were 
a to hold meetings there ? 

Reveren 1 FrircumMan. In many cases I am familiar with the events 
that are scheduled, so it would be quite possible that any one of these 
I might have known of, about coming meetings. 

Mr. Jackson. Are you 2 member of the Arts, Sciences, and Pro- 
fessions Council ? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question, sir, for 
the same reasons as given heretofore; on the grounds that it might 
tend to incriminate me or degrade me, and I stand on my privilege 
under the Constitution, especially the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you know Mr. Sidney Goldfarb? 

Reverend Frrtcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds as heretofore stated. 

Mr. Wueeter. Mr. Jackson, on August 30, 1951, there was a meet- 
ing of the Arts. Sciences, and Professions Council held at the home 
of Mr. Sidney Goldfarb, at 1745 North Vista. That was a reception 
for Mr. Abraham Isserman. I believe Mr. Isserman is an attorney 
from New York City. Mr. Isserman was one of the attorneys in the 
trial of the 11 Communists and I believe he is under contempt pro 
ceedings at the present time. 

According to our records, the Reverend Stephen Fritchman was 
present at that meeting. 

Do you recall being there ? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer the question, sir, on the 
same ground; that it may tend to incriminate or degrade me and vio- 
late my privilege under the Constitution, especially the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Wiurever. Miss Georgia Backus was also present at that meet- 
ing and was presented to this group as the person under subpena. 
Do you know Miss Georgia Backus? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it might tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Wurrier. Mr. John Howard Lawson was also present. Do 
you know Mr. John Howard Lawson ? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds heretofore stated. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you know Victor Shapiro? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that I have previously given you. 

Mr. Wueerer. Are you acquainted with Mr. Edward B. Wilcox? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it may tend to incriminate or degrade me and violate my 
privilege under the Constitution, especially the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wueetrer. Have you ever read a book called The Strange Case 
of Stephen Fritchman ? 

Reverend Frrrcnman. May I consult counsel? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I have read the book; yes. 
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Mr. Wuereter. Mr. Wilcox, in this book, listed a number of front 
organizations, which he alleges that Dr. Fritchman was a member 
of at one time. I would lke to read these fronts, and ask Dr. 
Fritchman whether he would like to affirm or deny the statements 
contained herein. 

The Committee to Defend America by Keeping Out of War. 

Mr. Jackson. Were you or were you not a member of the com- 
mittee just mentioned ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds heretofore stated. 

Mr. Wurever. Were you ever a sponsor of the American Peace 
Mobilization ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Wier ter. Were you ever in any way connected with the Amer- 
ican Youth Congress? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Wueever. You are listed here as a national sponsor for the 
Emergency Peace Mobilization; is that correct ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds stated previously. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever a member of the American Round 
Table on India? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds as stated heretofore. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever a member of the North American 
Spanish Committee Campaign to Aid International Volunteers ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds heretofore stated. 

Mr. Wuerter. Were you ever a member of the United American 
Spanish Aid Committee? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question for the 
reasons I have previously stated. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever a member of the American Committee 
for Spanish Freedom ? 

Reverend Frirrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it might tend to incriminate or degrade me. I also refuse 
to answer the question on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever a sponsor of the American Committee 
for the Protection of Foreign Born? 

Reverend Frirrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it might tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr .Wueecer. Were you ever a member of the National Free Brow- 
der Congress? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds heretofore stated. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever a member of the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship ? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question for the rea- 
sons previously stated. 

Mr. Wueever. Were you ever a member of the National Federation 
for Constitutional Liberties? 
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Reverend Frircuman. I must decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Wureter. Were you ever a trustee of the Samuel Adams School 
in Boston ¢ 

Reverend Frircnman. I must decline to answer that question for 
the reason and on the grounds I have stated before. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever a national vice chairman of the New 
York Committee to Win the Peace? 

Reverend FrircuMan. I must decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds I have heretofore given. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever a sponsor for the National Negro 
Congress ? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question on the same 
crounds as stated before. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever on the board of directors of the Com- 
mittee for Democratic Far Eastern Policy 2 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it might tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Wueeier. Were you ever a member of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee ¢ 

Reverend Frirrcuman. I decline to answer that question for the 
reasons stated before. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever an adult adviser for the American 
Youth for Democracy ¢ 

Reverend Fritcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it might tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever a sponsor of the Council on Civil 
Liberties ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
crounds prey iousl y stated. 

Mr. Wueecer. Were you in any way ever connected with the Amer- 
ican Slav Congress ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you ever on the Morris U. Schappes Defense 
Committee ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that I have given before. 

Mr. Wurerer. Were you ever a sponsor of the Conference on Puerto 
Rico’s Right to Freedom ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I will decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds as given before. 

Mr. Wueeter. Did you ever sign a statement that the Communist 
Party should appear on the ballot ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I will decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds that I have given before. 

Mr. Wueetrr. Have you ever contributed to the Sunday Worker? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds as given before. 

Mr. Wuerxer. You believe in free speech, don’t you, Dr. Fritch- 
man ¢ 

Reverend FrrrcHMan. I most certainly do. 

Mr. Wureter. You believe in free speech for everybody; that they 
should be allowed to express themselves on whatever they feel ? 
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Reverend Frrrcuman. I certainly do. 

Mr. Wueeter. According to this document, you condemned the 
(American) Civil Liberties Union for supporting Gerald L. K. 
Smith’s right to speak. Do you believe he should be given an audition 
also ¢ 

Reverend Frirrcuman. I believe, as I have said in my published 
works, that civil liberties belong to everyone; that the incitement to 
violence is not a part of free speech, if it is violence against American 
cltizens. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you believe that the Communist Party could 
constitute violence against American citizens ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. May I consult with my counsel 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

(Reverend Fritchman consulted with Mr. Morris. ) 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it may tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Wueerter. Do you believe in the Communist’s right to speak ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I have already made a statement on free 
speech, but I would still decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Wueeter. Did you condemn the (American) Civil Liberties 
Union or the Civil Liberties Committee for supporting Gerald L. K. 
Smith’s right ot speak ? 

Reverend FrircuMman. I have alre ady replied to that question. 

Mr. Wureter. No, you have not answered the question, Dr. Fritch- 
man. Did you or did you not condemn the (American) Civil 
Liberties Union for supporting Gerald L. K. Smith’s right to speak ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. Didn’t I answer the question earlier, that I 
had written an editorial or had written some works on that? 

Mr. Jackson. Is it an editorial in question to which you refer? 

Reverend Frircuman. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Jackson. You did write such an editorial in condemnation of 
the (American) Civil Liberties Union; is that correct ? 

Reverend FrrrcuMan. I wrote an editorial, yes. I haven’t got the 
text of it before me but I wrote essentially that; that was my position 
as I remember it 

Mr. Jackson. In what publication did that appear? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. In the Christian Register, which I was edit- 
ing at the time. 

Mr. Wuee ter. You don’t believe in the right of Gerald L. K. Smith 
to speak; is that correct ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. I do not believe in the violation of anyone’s 
right to free speech. As I said in that editorial, I do not believe 
the Constitution protects those that would advocate force and vio- 
lence against individual citizens of the United States. 

Mr. Jackson. Reverend Fritchman, in that connection, do you be- 
lieve that the Communist Party is dedicated to and advocates the 
overthrow of the United States Government by force and violence? 

Reverend Frrrcnman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it might tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Jackson. Where would an element of self-incrimination exist 
if you answered “No” to that question ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. Because I believe it would lead to further 
questions that would definitely tend to incriminate me in these days. 
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Mr. Jackson. Let’s pursue this one point further. The right of 
self-incrimination, Reverend Fritchman, extends to those cases where 
you stand in danger of prosecution on a criminal charge or charges. 
I should still like an answer to my question. 

In what way do you believe that an answer to my question, either 
“Yes,” or “No” would involve you in a possible criminal proses ution ¢ 

Reverend Frrrcuman. May I consult with my counsel, sir? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, of course. 

Reverend Frrrcuman. On the advice of counsel, and for reasons 
already given, I decline to answer on the grounds that it may tend to 
incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Wueeter. Mr. Chairman, I would like to state for the benefit 
of the record that neither the committee nor myself, with reference 
to Gerald L. K. Smith—that we are certainly not advocating what 
he believes in or the policies which he follows; also that Mr. Smith 
has been under intensive investigation by this committee. 

Did you join in a tribute and a testimonial to the “Red Dean” of 
Canterbury? at a $100-a-plate dinner sponsored by the American- 
Soviet Friendship Committee ? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously given. 

Mr. Wuerrer. Have you ever been a member of the German- 
American Bund? 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds that it may tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Wueeter. Are you presently a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Reverend Frircuman. I decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds. 

Mr. Wuee er. I have no further questions. 

Reverend Frrrcuman. Mr. Chairman, may I request that the state- 
ment I have given you be filed with the committee / 

Mr. Jackson. It will be filed. 

Mr. Brae. I have some questions that I would like to ask. 

Mr. Jackson. There are several other questions to be asked. 

Mr. Bratz. Reverend Fritchman, did I understand you to testify 
that you were a graduate of the Union Theological Seminary or that 
you attended the Union Theological Seminary ¢ 

Reverend Frircuman. I did, yes. 

Mr. Beare. In what year? 

Reverend FritcumMan. 1927. 

Mr. Brae. That was my recollection of your testimony. That is 
in New York City, is it? 

Reverend Frirrcuman. Yes, it i 

Mr. Beate. At the time you attended and graduated from the 
Union Theological Seminary, who was the head of that institution ? 

Reverend Frrrcuman. Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin. 

Mr. Beate. Do you know Dr. Harry F. Ward? 

Reverend Frircuman. I studied at the Union Theological Semi- 
nary and on the faculty there was a professor by the name of Harr yF. 
Ward. 

Mr. Bratz. Do you know Dr. Ward? 

Reverend FrrrcHman. I was one of his students. 





1 Hewlett Johnson, Dean of Canterbury Cathedral, England. 
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Mr. Beate. Were you ever, at any time, affiliated in any manner 
with the American League for Peace and Democracy 4 

Reverend Frircuman. I would decline to answer that question, sir, 
on the same grounds that I have given before. 

Mr. Beate. Are you aware of the fact that Dr. Ward was the head 
of the American League for Peace and Democracy ¢ 

R -verend F rir HMAN. | think I should decline to answer that ques- 
tion on the grounds that it might tend to incriminate or degrade me. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you so decline to answer ¢ 

Rev. Frircuman. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Do I understand that this statement of yours has 
already been released to the press ¢ 

Mr. Morris. They have not been, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. It has been the policy of the committee not to re- 
lease any statements as to the identity of individuals appearing before 
the committee. I realize the practical difficulties of appearing with- 
out identification by the press. Now, those identifications have been 
press identifications and not identifications coming out of the com- 
mittee. 

The reason that I have asked about the statement, in light of the 
nature of the statement, I feel that I will be called upon, as a member 
of the subcommittee, to issue a statement in reply to that. I just 
wanted to know whether it had been released or not. 

Is it your intention to release it following this session ¢ 

Reverend FrrrcumMan. May I consult with counsel for a moment? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Reverend Frrrcuman. Mr. Jackson, I would say that I hope it will 
not be necessary to release it. I would rather not, but if there is press 
harassment and I am called on for a statement, I would think this is 
the statement that I should make. 

Mr. Jackson. Please understand that I am making no effort to in- 
fluence you one way or the other. However, if the statement is to be 
released, I feel in justice to the committee that I should also issue a 
statement. 

Now, it is my intention to extend the subpena and make it answerable 
at 9:50 a. m. on Monday, September 17, 1951, at the Federal Build- 
ing, room 518. 

Mr. Morris. You wish Reverend Fritchman there at that time ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, at the time that I have stated. 

Mr. Morris. Do you intend to call him asa witness? 

Mr. Jackson. I have no jurisdiction over the actions of the full 
subcommittee. I can make available to them the nature and the extent 
of his testimony taken at this preliminary hearing. The decision as 
to whether or not he will be called is a matter within the discretion of 
the chairman of the full subeommittee. Beyond that, I do not know. 

Is there any reason why the witness should not be excused at this 
time ? 

Mr. Wueeter. None at all. 

Mr. Beare. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Reverend Fritchman. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and the subcommittee con- 
tinued with other matters relative to the work of the committee. ) 
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